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ABSTRACT 



The 1954 Supreme Court decision in "Brown v. Board of 
Education" brought a legal (though hardly political or social) end to the 
practice of segregated education in the United States, and has accurately 
been described as both a major legal victory for the civil rights movement 
and as a precursor to other battles that were still to be fought in the 1950s 
and 1960s. This paper looks at the legal history that led to this decision, 
emphasizing graduate and professional education. The focus of the essay is 
three* fold: (1) a brief look at the development of the legal doctrine known 

as "separate but equal" and the adjoining history of segregation in 
education; (2) a description of the Supreme Court at the time immediately 
preceding the "Brown" decision; and (3) an analysis of two key pre*"Brown" 
decisions* - "McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents" and "Sweat v. Painter." 
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be even more divided than the Stone Court, and indeed higher education, but only so long as the actual instruction 

was the most divided court up to that time, as measured was done in a segregated manner. Thus, McLaurin at first 

by the number of non unanimous decisions. Of course, the sat in a cloakroom outside the regular classroom, ate at a 
idea that dissent equal division and that this is a bad thing separate desk and at a separate time than the white 

is hardly universal, unless one subscribes to the view that students, and sit at a separate table in the law library. The 
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